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SUMMARY 

The  supply  of  eggs  for  the  rest  of  1953  is  expected  to  he  about  the 
same,  per  person,  as  in  the  last  half  of  1952.  Producticai  is  likely  to 
exceed  the  record  fall  level  of  1952  since  the  number  of  layers  is  expected 
to  be  at  or  above  1952  levels  and  the  rate  of  lay  higher.  However,  part  of 
the  gain  in  output  will  be  offset  by  the  reduction  in  storage  holdings  of 
shell  eggs  which  were  the  smallest  of  record  on  July  1.  These  supply  pros- 
pects indicate  that  prices  to  farmers  in  the  last  half  of  1953  will  be 
closer  to  1952  levels  than  was  the  case  in  the  first  half  of  1953. 

With  fewer  layers  on  farms,  egg  production  in  February-May  was  about 
1.5  million  cases,  2  percent,  less  than  in  the  same  period  of  1952.  Prices 
received  by  farmers  averaged  10  cents  or  more  per  dozen  higher.  By  mid -year, 
however,  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  was  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier 
and  production  was  up  slightly.  Prices  to  farmers  in  mid-Jioly  averaged 
47.7  cents  per  dozen  compared  with  43-3  cents  at  the  same  time  in  1952. 

Despite  the  favorable  egg -feed  price  ratio  this  spring,  farmers  raised 
no  more  chickens  for  laying  flock  replacement  than  last  year.  The  preliminary 
estimate  of  chickens  raised  shows  6l5  million  for  1953  eigainst  617  million  in 
1952.  Because  of  the  steady  trend  toward  greater  output  per  bird  this  very 
slight  decrease  is  not  likely  to  reduce  195U  egg  production  from  1953  levels. 

Broiler  marketings  are  continuing  high,  reflecting  the  heavy  chick 
placements  of  9-12  weeks  ago.  Placements  are  tviming  downward,  probably 
because  of  1ihe  seasonal  shortage  of  hatching  eggs.  Broiler  prices  received  by 
farmers  in  mid -July  averaged  28.2  cents  per  pound  compared  with  26.2  in  June 
and  29.3  cents  in  July  1952. 

Supplies  of  farm  chickens,  mainly  by-products  from  egg  production,  are 
increeising  seasonally.  Mid-July  prices  received  by  farmers,  22.7  cents  per 
pound,  were  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  month  and  almost  a  cent  above  e 
year  e^o. 

Turkey  hatchings  to  July  were  13  percent  below  last  year.  On  July  1 
cold  storage  holdings  remaining  from  the  1952  crop  were  52  million  pounds, 
If  million  less  than  a  year  earlier,  but  9  million  pounds  above  average. 
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SITUATION  AKD  OUTLOOK 

Farmers  '  Jul-y  Egg  Price 
Somewhat  Aoove  19?2 

Farmers'  mid-July  average  price  for  eggs,  hj.J   cents,  was  less  than 
5  cents  above  the  July  1952  price  of  ^3.3  cents  per  dozen.  This  contrasts 
sharply  with  the  previous  6  m.onths,  when  1953  prices  were  mostly  10  to 
12  cents  higher  than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1952. 

Supplies  in  prospect  for  most  of  the  remainder  of  1953^  indicate 
that  farmers'  egg  prices  are  likely  to  continue  fairly  close  to  year  ago 
levels.  Egg  production  in  the  remaining  months  of  1953  will  likely  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  same  months  of  1952.  Diuring  the  spring  the  opposite  was 
true,  though  the  reduction  from  last  year  was  small.  Because  of  high  prices 
early  in  the  spring,  egg  breakers  got  off  to  a  slow  start,  and  the  total 
accumxilation  of  shell  eggs  in  storage  was  the  smallest  since  19).^,   when 
records  begao. 

In  late  June  1952,  abnormally  hot  weather  cut  both  the  quantity  and 
the  quality  of  the  egg  output  and  resulted  in  a  sharper -than-usual  seasonal 
price  increase  of  7*6  cents  from  mid- June  to  mid- July.  The  change  this 
year  was  an  increase  of  2.0  cents.  Rises  later  in  the  stimmer  are  not  ex- 
pected to  be  above  average.  With  1953  mid- July  prices  received  by  farmers 
averaging  less  than  5  cents  above  1952>.  the  monthly  prices  in  the  rest  of 
1953  a^'s  likely  to  be  fairly  close  to  the  corresponding  1952  figures. 

Egg  Production  for  Rest  of 
Year  Likely  to  be  Record 
for  Season 

On  July  1,  the  n\jraber  of  layers  on  farms  slightly  exceeded  the  figure 
of  a  year  earlier  vfhile  the  number  of  yoiing  chickens  on  farms  was  about  the 
same.  Despite  the  smaller  number  of  early-season  replacement  chicks  that 
were  started  this  spring,  these  2  figures  suggest  that  for  the  rest  of  1953 
and  into  195^  the  number  of  layers  will  be  about  the  same, as,  or  perhaps 
slightly  above,  a  year  earlier. 

If  current  trends  continue,  these  layers  will  produce  more  eggs  per 
bird  than  last  years'  layers. 

In  August  and  thereafter,  the  rise  in  rate  of  lay  per  bird  (compared 
with  the  same  month  a  year  earlier)  is  particularly  apparent.  If  the  trend 
(which  is  graphed  in  the  March  1950  Situation)  continues  this  year,  the  rate 
of  lay  for  the  last  half  of  1953  would  increase  about  3  percent  over  the 
same  period  of  1952.  With  the  number  of  layers  little  different  from  last 
year,  an  increase  in  rate  of  lay  will  result  in  an  equivalent  increase  in 
total  egg  production  over  the  record  of  July -December  1952. 

It  is  significant  that  the  great  gains  in  annual  egg  output  result 
from  increases  in  the  rate  of  lay  in  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the 
year.  This  has  evened  out  the  supply  through  the  year,  tending  to  reduce 
seasonal  price  fluctuations  and  the  incentive  for  shell  egg  storage. 
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Table  2    .-  Chicken  nvunibers,  egg  prpductioa,  and  egg  pr;lces,  monthly,  1951  .to  date 
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Table  3*~"  Eggs:  Aimual  production  en  farms,  by  quarters  and 

cumulatively,  1940  to  date 
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Chickens  Raised  About 
Same  as  Last  Year 


Fanners  are  raising  615  million  chickens  this  year  for  lajdng  flock 
replacement,  according  to  a  preliminary  estLiiate.  This  is  about  the  same 
as  the  1952  figure  of  617  million,  wliich  is  the  third  lowest  figure  since 
1937   (table  5)* 

Farmers  are  now  saving  more  pullets  as  layers  from  each  100  chick- 
ens they  raise,  and  they  get  much  greater  egg  production  per  pullet.  As 
a  result  the  egg  production  potential  of  the  1953  flock  is  far  beyond 
vrtiat  would  be  indicated  by  comparing  the  1953  number  of  chickens  raised 
with  the  historical  record. 

One  of  the  important  innovations  is  the  practice  of  sexLng  chicks- 
separating  the  pullets  from  the  cockerels  shortly  after  hatching.  Many 
ccsmnercial  egg  producers  raise  only  the  pullets,  wliich  practically  doubles 
the  number  of  potential  layers  such  producers  save  per  100  chickens  raised. 
In  1953,  farmers  intended  to  buy  38  percent  of  their  chicks  (exclusive  of 
broiler  chicks)  as  sexed  pullets,  compared  with  37  percent  in  1952,  and 
17  percent  in  1943.  For  the  months  March,  April,  and  May  of  this  year,  a 
sample  of  reporting  hatcheries  indicated  that  the  monthly  numbers  of  chicks 
sexed  were  respectively  7,  14,  and  24  percent  above  last  year. 
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The  steady  increase  in  er.j  product:'. on  ^er  layer  eiIso  must  be  con- 
sidered -szhen  maliinc  comparic.ons  which  span  a  2onj:;  period.  In  1952  the 
nuciiber  of  eg£s  produced  per  hen  sjid  pullet  on   faniis  January  1  ve.:-^  1^5} 
compared  \:ith  about  ll^j-  ten  years  ear.lier.  Over  the.  saiiie  10  year?,  pro- 
duction per  layer  durin3  the  year   rose  frora  l42  to  l'i&.     Percentage 
increo.seri  in  the  rate  of  lay- per  bii-dhave  been  nearly  the-  ssne   ac  recerib 
population  increasec;  in  the  U.  'S.,  so  increases  in  rate  of  ley  have  offset 
population  increases,,  and  ejcpanded  loyin^  floclcr;  have ' resulted  in  increased 
per  capita  ecig  supplies.      ■       '      ■ .     '"        • 

Cv.rrent  data  su3'£^est  that  the  sise  of  the  January  1,  195^-  flock  of 
poteatial  layers  will  be  the'  same  as  or  slxGhtly ■ ? ars^r  than  on  January  1^ 
.1953-  The  size  of  this,  flock  .vrill  'iovern  e,;^;:_;'prodv.ction  for  the  first 
9  or  10  uonths  of  195^+.  If  the  number  of  chickens  raised  ne::t  year 
stabilises  at.ai'ou.nd  the  level  of  1952  and  1953i  the  seasonal  dir.tribution 
of  the  1954  ec3  production  should  be  siijiilar  to  that  expected  this  year; 
vdth  record  fall  output  follo^.anG;  a  relatively  smell  spring-time  production. 
Assvjning  a  continued  increase  in  rate  of 'lay,  it  is  likely  to  result  in  a 
per  capita  e^.^^;  supply  for  195^  not  sianificantly  different  from  the  395  eggs 
per  capita  no^-?  forseen  for  1953"       '  '     ' 


Table  k.-   YounQ  chickens  on  fariiis  first  of  luonth,  April  1953  to  date 

chickens  raised,  1953;  t>y  regicns 


and 


I  ten 


Yo'jng  chickens  on 

farms  first  of 

nonth,   1953 

yipril 

: Percent 

Hay 

:     6.0 . 

June 

:     do. 

July  • 

;      do. 

Chickens  raised 

for  laying  flock 

.: 

replacement ,   for 

the  season, 

1^53  1/' 

:     do. 

Chickens  raised 


1953  1/ 


■Unit 


Mil-lion 
dc. 


Re;don 


•  Ea'"t  •  ''•'est 
,J^^^^  ':   North  ;  North  i,?f-^^. 
At..,a-.ic  ^  Central :  Centrel :  ^i^ian-oic 


1/  ?reli:i:-iiary. 


South 
Central 


West- 
ern 


:■  United 
:  States 


(c)     fis  a  percentajC^e  of  previous  year 


98.8 
99.6 
96.8 

99.7 


103.2 

101.5   ■ 

■103.3 
(b) 

.     9'^.5  ■ 
■Pieported. 

93.6. 
numbers . 

97.9 

99.7 

106.1 

109 . 5 

117.8 
119.6 

151.8 
156.-;' 

67.3 
63.7 

112.  B 
105.5 

61.2 
60.0 

617.0 
615.0 
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Table 

5  .-  Chickens  raised,   and 

related 

factors  indicating  egg-laying 

potential,  1930  to  date 

:     Sexed 

Potential  layers 

,  pu3J.ets 

on  hand,  Jan.  1 

[  Piaiets 

Eggs  laid 

:     as  a 

folios-ring 

[  Jan.   1 

during  the 

Index  of  egg 

:Chick- 

:  percent - 

'  following 

year  per 

production 

Year 

:   ens 

:  age  of 

Pul3.ets 

as  a  per- 

hen and 

per  chicken 

:raised 

:  farmers  ' 

laying 

centage 

pu3J.et  on 

raised 

chick 

and  not 

Hens 

Total 

of 

farms 

(1935-39=100) 

!       pur- 

yet 

chickens 

Jan.   1  2/ 

3/ 

.  chases  l/' 

laying 

raised 

:  Mil. 

Percent 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Percent 

ITumber 

1930 

777. C 

) 

21^3.6 

158.2 

401.8 

31.4 

93 

93 

1931 

709.  i 

I- 

229.6 

156.2 

385.8 

32.4 

96 

89 

1932 

735.^ 

) 

236.7 

I5I+.O 

390.7 

32.2 

94 

91 

1933       : 

750.] 

238.3 

1^7.0 

385.3 

31.8 

91 

86 

193^       : 

Skk.k 

1- 

?n.8 

138.6 

350.4 

32.9 

89 

82 

1935       : 

653.- 

! 

226.  i^ 

136.2 

362.6 

34.4 

96 

93 

1936       J 

715.  c 

) 

2U9.3 

130.4 

379.8 

34.9 

95 

93 

1937       : 

601.3 

215.0 

133.0 

353.0 

35.8 

99 

95 

1938       : 

650.1 

21+1.8 

13i+.3 

376.1 

37.2 

106 

111 

1939       : 

696.7 

r 

253.6 

139.1 

392.7 

36.4 

103 

107 

19^0       : 

633.7 

239.9 

141.4 

381.3 

37.9 

101 

102 

19i^l       : 

7^5  .C 

1 

277.7 

150.2. 

427.9 

37.3 

no 

113 

19^2       : 

8IU^.3 

)       21 

318.6 

170.3 

489.0 

37.7 

114 

116 

19^3       : 

l,C01.i^ 

■       17 

3^^9.6 

174.0 

523.6 

34.9 

112 

116 

l$kk       : 

832.1 

.       20 

301.5 

172.4 

473.9 

36.2 

112 

104 

19^5       : 

890.1, 

r      13 

322.1 

150.7 

472.8 

36.2 

119 

121 

1946 

737.^ 

5       22 

281.0 

150.5 

431.4 

38.1 

118 

112 

19^7       : 

719.^ 

^       26 

278.0 

139.6 

417.6 

38.6 

128 

134 

19i^8       : 

615.3 

.    30 

258.3 

l4l.0 

399.4 

42.0 

131 

136 

19i^9      : 

705. :i 

.    31 

286.8 

137.0 

423.8 

40.7 

Ul 

162 

1950       : 

635.3 

.    32 

263.9 

146.3 

410.2 

41.6 

139 

148 

1951      : 

663.: 

i      33 

276.1 

143.7 

419.9 

41.6 

144 

166 

1952  k/'. 

617.  c 

)      37 

25i<-.6 

151.0 

405.6 

41.3 

U5 

164 

1953  k/: 

615.  C 

) 

1/  Exclusive  of  broiler  chicks. 

2/  Note  that  this  column  does  not  correspond  to  the  preceding  column  which  relates 
to  "---  Jan.  1  following." 

3/  Essentially,  eggs  laid  per  chicken  raised  the  previous  year  as  a  percentage  of 
1935-39  average. 

4/  Preliminary. 
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Smaller  Storage  Stocks  of  Shell  Eggs; 
Frozen  Stocks  near  195 S  Level 

The  tuiusually  high  prices  of  eggs  in  the  spring  of  1953  discouraged 
the  accucmilation  of  shell  eggs  for  storage,  and  are  a  factor  in  the  low 
holdings  July  l  this  year.   (They  are  the  sroallest  for  the  month  since  re- 
ports were  begun  in  I916.)  But  holdings  of  frozen  egg,  I6O  million  pounds, 
vrere  within  4  percent  of  a  year  earlier.  The  frozen  egg  stocks  on  July  1 
were  73  percent  of  the  total  combined  stocks  of  shell  and  frozen.  1/' 

Vfeekly  reports  from  35  cities  have  shovm  net  withdrawals  of  shell 
eggs  since  July  i,  suggesting  that  the  1953  peak  of  holdings  for  that  com- 
modity has  passed.  For  frozen  egg,  however,  further  net  improvements 
occurred  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  July.  In  3  of  the  past  6  years,  August  1 
has  been  the  date  of  highest  first-of -month  holdings  of  frozen  egg. 

While  stocks  of  frozen  egg  on  July  1  were  7  mi].lion  pounds  less  than 
in  1952,  production  of  frozen  and  liquid  egg  to  date  in  1953  lias  been  greater 
than  in  the  same  months  of  last  year.  The  apparent  consumption  of  liquid 
and  frozen. egg  also  has  been  ahead  of  last  year.  Stocks  at  the  beginning 
of  1953  were  very  low,  while  a  year  earlier  they  were  large.  For  the  appar- 
ent monthly  disappeerance  of  frozen  and  liquid  egg^  compared  with  last  year 
and  the  year  before,  see  table  7;  which  supersedes  a  simila;r  table  published 
in  the  last  issue  of  The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation. 

with  the  seasonal  swings-  in  egg  production  evening  out,  as  shown 
in  table'  3^  and  price  variations  reduced,  profit  opportunities  through 
storage  operations  for  shell  eggs  have  become  more  limited.  While  shell 
.egg  storage  has  been  declining,  commerciaJ.  storage  of  frozen  eggs  has. been 
trending  upward.  Storage  of  frozen  egg  has  been  encouraged  by  its  easy 
adaptation  to  specialized  uses,  the  relatively  lov7  cost  of  storage  (with 
risk  of  quality  deterioration  almost  negligible  compared  with  storage  of 
shell),  and  the  fact  that  prices  of  the  stored  frozen  product  are  not  dis- 
counted in  relation  to  the  freshly-prepared  product  as  are  prices  of  shell 
eggs.  :      . 

Dried  eggs  for  commercial  outlets  have  not  yet  supplanted  other  forms 
of  processing  or  storage  as  a  large-scale  stabilizer  of  the  seasonal  veiria- 
tions  in  egg  supply.  Of  course,,  egg-drying  operations  are  concentrated 
into  the  first  half  of  the  year  to  take  advantage  of  seasonally  low. prices 
for  the  raw  material,  but  the  10  million  pounds  of  dried  egg  prodi;ced  in 
January- June  this  year  v.'ere  made  from  1.0  million  cases  of  eggs,  vjhile  the 
equivalent  of  7-^  million  cases  vrere  frozen,  and  I.5  million  cases  were 
stored  in  the  shell. 

Good  Demand  for  Broilers ; 
Chicken  Marketings  Large, 
Storage  Holdings  Half  of  Last  Year 

Broiler  prices  in  mid- July  were  quite  favorable  to  producers,  2  cents 
higher  than  a  month  earlier  and  about  the  same  as  the  average  for  all  of 
1952. 

1/  Converted  at  the  rate  of  38-5  pounds  of  frozen  egg  to  a  case  of  shell 
eggs . 
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Prices  of  feed,  the  principaJ.  cost  of  production,  have  declined  " 
enough  since  last  fall  to  reduce  "broiler  production  costs  hy  1  to  2  cents 
per  pound.  With  the  July  1  outlook  for  above  average  feed  grain  production, 
a  large  carryover  in  prospect,  and  a  reduced  grain "Consuming  livestock  popu- 
lation, feed  prices  are  likely  to  }iold  faArorable  to  buyers. 

The  prompt  recovery  in  broiler  prices  from  June  to  mid-July  indicates 
that  a  good  demand  exists,  despite  large  beef  supplies,  seasonally  increas-- 
ing  marketings  of  farm  chickens,  and  low  prices  for  fresh  small  turkej'-s. 
Partly  offsetting  these  competitive  factors  is  the  reduction  in  pork  supplies. 

Table  6.-  Shell  and  frozen  eggs  in  refrigerated  storage, 

June  1953>  vith  comparisons  ,  '  . 


:     Shell 

and  frozen 

Dat.p 

3hell  egg 

s 

Froz 

en  eggs 

J           combined  l/ 

UCX  k/C  - 

;  1951 

:  1952  : 

•                                    • 

1953 

1951  : 

• 

1952   ; 

1953 

;  1951  ; 

1952  : 

• 

1953 

!  Thous. 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Mil. 

Mil, 

Mil. 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

I  cases 

cases 

cases 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

cases 

cases 

cases 

Total  U. 

S.   stocks 

January  1 

3h 

li+1 

153 

.47 

67 

50 

1,263 

1,886 

1,456' 

February  1 

75 

238 

120 

31 

53 

35 

884 

1,616 

1,029 

March  1 

:      159 

9I+2 

248 

33 

61 

42  . 

1,009 

2,515 

1,350 

April  1 

>       309 

1,596 

375 

62 

84;-. 

■  65 

■   1,927 

3,785 

2,069 

Hay  1 

'       973 

2,181^ 

816 

109 

Ill 

:    99 

3,811 

5,072 

3,387 

June  1 

:  2,083 

•  3,181+ 

1,431 

163 

146 

132 

6,308 

6,973  ■ 

4,867 

July  1 

:  2,U27 

3,357 

1,523 

190 

166 

160 

7,362 

7,680 

5,671 

kigust  1         . 

■  2,270 

2,728 

191 

163    . 

7,226 

6,971 

September  1 

:  1,615 

,  2,169 

176 

144 

6,194 

5,91.8 

October  1 

958 

1,709 

151 

124 

•     4,888 

4,921 

November  1 

527 

1,000 

122 

95 

3,685 

3,1+76 

December  1 

230 

393. 

95 

72     . 

.  2,701 

2.275 

•■■■  ■.-' 

\ 

Sto( 

:ks  in  35 

principal  cities  2/ 

' 

June  20 

1,607 

2,509 

1,050 

104 

9,6    . 

.85- 

4,303 

4,991- 

3,245 

27 

1,628 

-2,1+96 

1,054 

106     ■ 

98 

88 

4,371 

5,054 

3,338 

July    h 

1,642 

2,438 

1,047 

109 

101 

91 

■   4,478 

5.063 

3,1+05 

11 

1,621 

2,31+9 

1,033 

110 

102 

91 

4,473 

.4,988 

3,4o4 

18 

1,582 

2,213 

991 

109 

102 

91 

4,423 

4,852 

3,348 

25 

1,5^5 

2,095 

935 

109 

100 

89 

l+,378 

4,691 

3,240 

Aug.     1 

1,508 

2,027 

859 

107 

98 

88 

4,283 

■4,571 

3,134 

8 

1,1+57 

1,930 

106 

97 

4,201 

:  4,443 

15 

1,356 

1,843 

104 

-95 

•4,056 

4,308 

?J? 

1,268 

1,728 

102 

92 

.  3,925 

:4,113 

29 

1,11+3 

1,648 

100 

89 

3,748 

3,962 

^ Frozen  egg  converted  at  3S'5  pounds,  equivalent  to  1  case. 
2/  Given  dates  are  for  1953;  for  other  years,  corresponding  Saturdays . 
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Table  .7  .-Frozen  and  liquid  egg;  Productionp  storage  stocks,  disappearance, 

and  price,  monthly,  January  1951  to  date 


i             Production 

:         Stocks: 

:   Total  : 

:     re"     :   ^tq+ 

Presumed 
disappearance  5 • 
net  production 

Average  pri 
,„,      New  York  C 

ce  in 

:   Total 
;     net. 

itv 

^pnth 

:   Total 
: liquid 

•Dried 
3gg- 

:  for  use 
:     as 

cpoi-ted, 
: begin- 

[ change 
I  during' 
*  month 

of  liquj.Q 
and  frozen 

Mixed 
whole  " 

Yolk  : 

Albumen 

:   egg 

1/ 

: liquid 

:  n:.ng 

egg  adijusted 

:     or 

:     of 

«4&^^  m  m  S'  *  * 

for  changes 

■  1 

!   '                  ' 

; frozen 

month 

in. stocks 

: Million  Million  ItLllior 

I  Mllion  MiPion        Trillion 

: pounds 

pound-s 

^ound^ 

£0UlldS 

pouiids 

pounds 

Cents 

Gents 

Cents 

1951 

Jan. 

•   22.7 

5.3 

17.4 

47,3 

-16.1 

33.5 

34.7 

55.0 

2/21.5 

Feb. 

:  34,7 

6c  5 

?.8o2 

31.2 

1.5 

26.7 

34.6 

55.5 

22.8 

Mar. ■ , 

:  77.0 

8,0 

69.0 

32.7 

29,6 

39.4 

35.8 

56.9 

25.6 

Apr, 

:  83.7 

8.0 

75.7 

62.3 

47c  0 

28.7 

36,3    . 

56.8 

25.5 

May 

:  87,5 

10.6 

76.9   ■ 

109.3  ; 

53 » 4 

23.5 

38.1 

61.1 

26.7 

June 

:  49.6 

8,0 

41.6 

162.7 

27.3 

14.3 

36.8 

61,7 

25.2 

July 

:  22.5 

1.9 

20.6 

190,0 

o.<$ 

19.8 

36.5 

61.4 

24.6 

Aug. 

:  13.7 

1.2 

12.5 

190,8 

-14.5 

27.0 

:  36.4 

61.0 

24.8 

Sept, 

!     7.6 

0.7 

6.9 

176.3 

-25.0 

'     31.9  - 

3.6.5 

60.5 

26.1 

Oct. 

!     4.3    ' 

■    o2   ■ 

4.1 

151-.3 

-29.7 

33.8 

36.5 

60.6 

26.4 

Nov, 

:    3.1 

.1 

'3.0 

121.6 

-26.5 

29.5 

35.5 

61.0 

26.0 

Dec, 

:     2.3 

■   .3 

2.0 

95.1 

-27.9 

29.9 

35.5 

61.4 

27.9 

1952 

Jan, 

I  23.3 

3.9 

19.4 

67,2 

-14.1 

33.5 

31.7 

60.2 

25.0 

Feb. 

:  48.2 

7.2 

4a.o 

53.1 

7.5 

33.5 

29.0 

50.9 

20,2 

Fjar. 

.  62.7 

6.1 

56.6 

60.6 

23c7 

32.9 

28c  2 

51.2 

17.4 

Apr. 

:  63.7 

5,8. 

57.9 

84.3 

26,9 

31.0 

28.8 

52,4 

17.6 

May 

I  71.1 

5.6 

65.5 

U1.2 

34.7 

30.8 

29.3 

51.8 

19.4 

June 

.  47.9 

4.6: 

43.3 

145.9 

20,5 

22.8 

30.7 

50.6 

22,7 

July 

21.8 

4.1 

■  17.7 

166.4 

-3.0 

20,7 

32.7 

51.5 

2./3I.9 

Aug, 

12,1 

1.4 

10.7 

163.4 

-19.1 

29.8 

32.8 

53.0 

30.9 

Sept. 

11.0 

1.2 

9.8 

144.3 

-20,6 

30.4 

31.4 

52.1 

29.5 

Oct.     ' 

7.0 

1.2 

5.8 

123.7 

-28.4 

34.2 

31,0 

51..2 

30,6 

Nov. 

6oO 

1.2 

4.8 

95.3 

-22.8 

27.6 

33.1 

47.8 

33.1 

Dec. 

.     6.6 

■      L,2 

5.4 

72,5 

-22.3 

27.7 

35.1 

46.6 

34.7 

1953       . 

' 

• 

Jan.     s 

20c  5 

.8 

19.7 

50.2 

-15.2 

34.9 

32.8 

46.5 

35.3 

Feb.     ; 

i^:5.3 

3.4 

41.9 

35..0 

7.4 

34»5 

35.0 

47.1 

34.3 

Mar.      • 

71.7 

•  6.7 

65.0 

42.4 

22.8 

42.2 

36.9 

50.1 

32.3 

Apr.     ! 

70.6 

6.5 

64.1 

65.2 

33.8 

30.3 

38.2 

52,2 

32,6 

May      : 

70.2 

.    7.5 

62.7 

99.0 

33.3 

30.4- 

39.2 

55.8 

33.8 

June    ! 

55^'?.  .  ,, 

'.6>0  ' 

■49.2 

132,3 

27-4 

i:?.9 

38.1 

&§.i 

i2.6 

Jul^^   '• 

159. Y 

,-. 

38.1 

54.9 

3Q.7 

Ilqiiid  weight  of  eggs  dried,  excluding  dried,  egg  produced  from  frozen  egg. 
Based  on  only  5  days  quotations.  ^  Car lots  not  quoted.  Price  given  is  L,C.L, 
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'.■leehly  placements  of  broilers  in  the  .reporting  areas  are  declining 
from  what  had  "been  the  highest'  GVvStained'2.evel  ever  achieved.  The  decline 
vprobahly  rn.ll   continue/ siiice  the  n\4aber 'of  eggs  suitable  for  hatching 
goes  do^-m  in  the  late  siumner  and  fall.  Hovever,  the  m.uiibev  of 'chicks  al- 
ready placed  assui'es  large  broiler  supplies  throvigli  September. 

■  Faria' chickens  J  of  \rhich  asjrketings.  are  increasing  seasonally,  ai-e-- 
"being  sold  at  prices  vexy   slightly  higher. than  a  year  ago.  The  July  raid- 
"month  average  was  22,7  cents  per  po\ind,  0,9  cents  above  lastJ^oly  but 
; seasonally  lover  by  1.6  cents,  than  the  January- June  1953  average  of 
2^.3  cents.  Hens  ere  selling  at  significantly  stronger  prices  than  young 
chickens,  ..A.  factor  in  the  present  price  of  farm  chickens  has  been  the 
reduction  of  storage  stocks  of  fowl  to  a  verj'  low  level.  - 

July  1  storage  stocks  of  chickens  2/  were  58  million  pounds,  about  ; 
in  line  \Tiih.  the  5-?year  average  of  67  niy.ion  pounds,  but  little  more   '■' 
than  half  of  the  108  million  pounds  reported  for  July  1,  1952.  The  July  1 
holdings  probably  \rere  near  the  season  low,  which  last  year  was  hot  re- 
ported until  September  1.  For  the  35  cities,  the  low  of  holdings, of.  [total 
poultry  excluding  tuxkeys]  was' th6  last  week  in  June, 

Fewer  Tu-rkeys  Haised,  but 

Storage' Stocks  Continue  Large'        .  '  '.'■.•■ 

■  .  Pou.tt  production  in  repoi-ting  hatcheries  the  first  half  of  1953  was 
13  percent  below  last  year.  But  on  July'l,  the  number  of  turkey  eggs  in' 
incubators  was  3  percent  larger  than  last  year.  Hatchings  in  the  last 
month  or  2  have  been  nearer  last  year's  rate  tlian  those  at  the  beginning 
of  the  season.  The  hatching  season  for  heavy -breed  turkeys,  which  com- 
prised 75  percent  of  last  year's  crop,  is  now  over.'  The  output  of  all 
turkeys  this  year  in.ll  fall  below  the  record  6o-million-bird  crop  of  1952. 

Even  irith  the  Government  purchase  and  diversion  of  6  percent  of  the 
1952  crop,  the  resulting  33.7  cent  average  price  per  pound  received  in 
Ocitober -December  was  unsatisfactoiv  to  producers.  .Consequently.,  an  industry 
grcnp  meeting  at  the  invitation 'of  the  D(*partnent  of  Agi'icultur$'i''9commfended 
a  12-15  percent  decline  this  y6ar  in  output :of  heavy -breed  turkeys.  The 
Department  of  Agricultvjre  preliminary  repoi't  on  turkeys  raised  is  scheduled 
for  release  Augijist  211  '     ^ 

Early-season  indications  were  that  the  percentage  cut  in  numbers  of 
liglit -breed  turkeys  would  be  greater  than  for  heavy  breeds.  But  weekly 
hatchery  repoi'ts  for  the  Shenandoah  Valley  indicate  that  recent. egg  settings 
there  have  been  ahead  of  last  year,  reversing  the .situation  that  prevailed 
d'ju'ing  the  first  ^1-  or  5  months  of  I953.  'The  Valley,  in  Virginia  and  West 
Virginia,  is  probably  the  site  of  the  largest  concentration  of  light -breed 
turkeys  in  the  U.S..  '  ' .  . 

The  effect  of 'the  prospective  reduction  in  the  total  crop  on  the  fall 
price  outlook  for  tv:rkey  producers  may  be  partly  offset  by  the  above-average 
tvorkey  stocks  remaining  in  cold  storage.,  At  52  million  pounds  on  Jiay  !, 
these  holdings  were  .it  million  pounds  lower. than  last  year,  but  9  million 
pounds  higher  than 'the'  5 -year  average. 


2/  '^Total  poi.atry  "minus  t\u:keys  and  ducks.' 
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Table  10.-  Monthly  poult  production,  United  States  and 
Shenandoah  YaHey,   March-July,  1951  to  date 


Year  and 
month 

%o  which 
report 
applies 

Percentage  change  from  a  year  earlier 

1           United  States 

Shenandoah  Valley 

:  Turkey  eggs  ii 
:  incubators  at 
:   beginning 
:   of  month 

1   :  Poult 

output 

i Turkeys : 
sraised  : 
ifor  the: 
;  year  : 

Turkey  eggs  in 
incubators  at 

beginning 

of  month 
Percent 

l:  Poxat 

:  For  : 

:  the  : 

5  month  : 

Percent 

output 

:  For 
s  the 
;  month 

Cumula- 
tive for 
season 

Cumvila- 

tive  for 

season 

:    Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

1953 

March 

!     -19 

-13 

-19 

-32 

-31 

-kk 

April 

:     -10 

-15 

-17 

-27 

-21 

-37 

May 

-•  7 

-13 

-16 

-18 

-12 

-32 

June 

-  3 

0 

-13 

7 

13 

-26 

July  ' 

3 

— - 

>-_ 

16 

1952    : 

15 

March  ; 

30 

27 

31* 

65 

57 

198 

April  ; 

ko 

12 

?? 

35 

21 

108  • 

May   : 

10 

6 

16 

Zh 

29 

83 

June  : 

-  2 

0 

13 

Ik 

9 

67 

July  : 

12. 

— 

li^ 

9 

60  . 

1951    : 

March  : 

16  . 

5 

6 

20 

19 

21 

59   . 

April  : 

0 

6 

6 

39 

53 

.56 

May   : 

16  , 

7 

6 

53 

51 

3'4 

June  : 

U8 

32 

10 

61 

65 

57 

July  : 

38. 

._- 

— 

138 

lk6 

63 

JULY -AUGUST  1953 
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Table  12.-  Turkeys:  First  of  month  U.  S.  storage  stocks,  monthly, 
19^5  to  date;  weekly,  35  cities  January  10,  1953  to  date 


Year,:  Jan,;  Feb.:  Map:.:,  Apr.:  May  :;  June- :•  July:  Aug..:  Sept.:  Oct.:'  Nov.:  Dec. 


:  .  :, :  Mil.- 


Mil.,,  Mil.  Mil.  .  Mil...  Mil.   .Mil...,-Mil..  Mil* 
:ib.   lb.  ,ib..  'lb-,  .lb.  .  lb,  -..lb.  .  lb:.. 


■Mil.  .  Mil.  Mil. 
ab.  .  lb.   lb. 


I9J+5 
19i^6 

19^7 
.19^ 
19^-9 
1950 
1951, 
1952 
1953: 


19531/: 
First  : 
Second: 
Third  : 
Fourth: 
Fifth  : 


73 
108 
128 
.83. 
■ .  51 
127 

iio 

XQ7 

j-^7: 


1^ 
125 

iito 

83. 

■55- 
138. 
117 
116   107- 
. ,  117 


63 
135 
126 

.70,,. 

■51" 
129  •• 
101 


%6": 

i2k.'r 

-  33  . 
107  , 

109 
■  .5,5  .. 

95 
Ul  ■ 
36 

113 
80 

..60 

.93 
92 

72, 

72: 

(a)  Monthly',  U.:..S. 


29, 

97- 
8d 

.33 

33, 

.77 
.U8. 

;63 

60 


(b)  Weekly,  35  cities 


.•27 

•  21 

.18-. 

27.-' 

h3 

78 

79 

.63 

•  55: 

Il5. 

8U 

117 

72 

59 

h^ 

39 

65 

86 

27  . 

•  19 

:.  13': 

-1.5 

3^^ 

hi 

.29 

21. 

21- 

.35. 

76 

107 

6k 

-  hr   . 

37-.., 

.^3- 

77 

108 

39  r 

'   '3P  ■ 

25-.,: 

...J+2. 

83 

109 

-56,. 

■M   -. 

l^i^  , 

-.7a.;..' 

,'.  li)-2 

158 

52  - 

'  t 

•.-.. 

...-,   ■: 

92 

95 
95 
9^ 


93 

89 

83 
79 


77 

71 
66 


62 
58 
5h 
5X 


1+8 
k6 
kk 
k2 
39 


38 
38 
36 
3if 


32 
31 
29 
26 


1/  Holdings  on  successive  Saturdays  of  given  month.  ' 

Table  13 •-  Turkeys:  October-December  average  prices  received  by  farmers 

and  related  factors,  19^5  to  date 


Price 

received 

'Index  of 

Percentage 

of 

Oct,  1 

storage 

.stocks 

Turkeys 
raised 

by  farmers  for 
turkey,  per  poimd, 
Octobfer-December 

\   prices' 
■  received 

:     W 

previous  year  2/ 

Year 

of 
turkey 

in  given 

average 

'  Oct-  1 

Tiirkeys 
raised 

Deflated 
price 

year 

Reported 
average 

: Price  in 
-.1935-39 
: dollars  1 
Dol. 

: (1935-39 

yl   =100) 

stocks 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. 

Del. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

19i^5 

27 

h3 

.330 

.171 

193 

121 

122 

93 

19U6 

h5 

UO 

.372 

.170 

219 

166 

9k 

99 

19'+7 

39 

31^ 

.366 

.IU2 

257 

87 

85 

81+ 

19U8 

15 

32 

.2+67 

.176 

266 

39 

93 

12l| 

19*^9 

35 

Ul 

.3*+'+ 

.IU8 

233 

23^^ 

131 

81| 

1950 

1^3 

kk 

.328 

.137 

239 

120 

106 

93 

1951 

k2 

52 

.377 

.13ii 

282 

97 

120 

98 

1952 

71 

60 

.337 

.125 

269 

170 

115 

93 

1/  Actual  price  deflated  by  index  of  prices  received  for  all  farm  products. 
2/  Computed  from  unrounded  data. 
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Parity  Prices 

tm.v.'m..mim::i^.     ■■■■■<■  ■■il^  ■ 

for  Eggs  ; 


■".■■,-<-■■ 


fable  14  ;lists  the  seasonal  adjtsstment  factors  to  be  used  for  con- 
verting" monthly  prices  rsceived  by  fanners  for  fe-ggs  to  a  percentage  of 
parity,  through  June  1954.  -With  no  Government  price  prograhi  for.  eggs, 
the  egg  price  as  a  percentage  of  parity  is-  of  only  incidental  interest  to 
producer  and  trade  groups,  but  it  should  be  observed  that  at  „s.<xne  time 
vdthin  the  next  6  months  the  basis  for  computing  parity  for  eggs  is  likely 
to  change  in  accord  vdth  the  provisions,  of  the  Agricultural  Acts  of  1948 
and  1949.  The  change  vdll  occur  when  the  transitional  parity  £i   -.re  for 
eggs  becomes  lower  than  the  modernijsed  parity.  The  method  of  computation 
for  both  parities  is  specified  in  the  earlier  Aot.^^^ 


:■  Transitional  parity  for  eggs  in  July  was  higher  (by  less  than  2  percent) 
than  modernised  parity,  and  therefore  the  modernizea  parity  for  eggs  is-  _■  ,. 
not  yet  applicable.  But  in  January  1954  there  will  be  an  autcanatic  5'  per-;"'- ; 
centage  point  decline  in  the  basis  for-  computing  transitional  parity,  ^'^  . 
independent  of  changes  which  may  meaniirfiile  occur  in  the  indexes  of  prices  ;^':  | 
paid  by  farmers.  At  that  time,  if  not  before,  transitional  parity  for  ■  ^'"'■" 
eggs  is  likely  to  fall  below  the  figure  for  the  modernized  parity. 


ooo 


"In  1945,  3-poimd  chickens  were  produced  in  12  vreeks 
on  13*5  pounds- ef-fejed-per  chicken;-  -in  1952j-iii  19  weeks- on  •.- 
.8.25  pounds  of  ..feMper  pljickeri.-  .  As  a  result  of  this  .change  ■' 
end  a  similar  change  in  turkey  production,  chicken  and  turkey 


■have: '  changed  from  iuxurie's 


. ;  U'  : 


to  staple  foods,."  ;  ,      ■ 

H.  R.  Bird  in  The"  Sciehtific  Monthly . 
'■■  ■  October' 1952. -!-■,-■.-  '  -. 


•i'i 


'-'  ■* 
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Tatle  Jji,-  Eggs:  Parity  prices  and  factors  involved  in  parity-  price  computations 
ty  months,  January  1952  to  date  with  seasonal  adjustment  factors  to  June  195^ 


:           (1)         :     (2) 

:         (3) 

(1+)         : 

(5) 

(6) 

•                                                 • 
«                                                 » 

U.Sr  average:. 

Priae  recei^^ 

e5  "by-  far.mers 

Month 

:       Index  of  : Parity 

Seasonal 

price        : 

and 

:  prices  paid:  price 

adjustment 

per  dozen   : 

ks  a  percentage 

year 

:     "by  fanners:  per 

factor 

equal  to  100: 

Per  dozen  : 

of  parity 

:  (1910-11^=100)  dozen  . 

percent  of   ; 

1/         :       2/ 

Darlty     3/   : 

:                            Cents 

Percent 

Gents 

Cents 

Percent 

1952 

Jan. 

278               50.7 

99 

50.2 

1+0.5 

81 

Feb 

279               50.8 

87 

kk.2 

3h.l 

79 

Mar. 

278               50.8 

87 

Ulf.2 

3I+.0 

77 

Apr. 

278               50.7 

87 

H.l 

35.2 

80 

May 

278               50.7 

87 

kk.l 

3!+. 2 

78 

June 

278               50.7 

90 

U5.6 

35.7 

78 

July 

277               50.7 

97 

1+9.2 

i^3.3 

88 

Aug. 

278               50.8 

103 

52.3 

1+8.2 

92 

Sept. 

278               50.8 

112 

56.9 

1+8.7 

86 

Oct. 

277               50.7 

117 

59.3 

50.3 

85 

Nov. 

276               50.1+ 

117 

59.0 

51.9 

88 

Dec. 

276               50.2 

117 

58.7 

1+6.6 

79 

1953       : 

Jan.     : 

276               hl.k 

96 

ii5.5 

1+5.8 

101 

Fet.      : 

273                ^7.0 

87 

1+0.9 

1+2.0 

103 

Mar.     : 

275               t^7.3 

\       87 
\     87 

1+1.2 

1+1+.7 

109 

Apr.     : 

276               k-j.k 

1+1.2 

1+5.5 

110 

May       : 

275               ^1.3 

.    89 

1+2.1 

h^.9 

109 

June     ; 

275               1^7.1 

91 

1+2.9 

1+5.7 

107 

July     : 

276             h^.k 

99 

k6.9 

47.7 

102 

Aug.      : 

107 

Sept.    : 

113 

Oct.      : 

117 

Nov.      : 

117 

Dec.      : 

113 

1951^       3 

Jan. 

95 

Fet.      '. 

87 

Mar.      ! 

87     . 

Apr.      \ 

87 

May       ; 

88 

June 

90 

1/  Through  1952,  the  appropriate  index  is  that  of  prices  paid,  including  interest 
and  taxes.  Later  in  1953  oi*  in  '^9^^   the  modernized  parity  computation  will 
supersede  the  present  transitional  parity  for  eggs,  and  at  that  time  the  ap- 
propriate index  will  "be  that  of  prices  paid  including  interest,  taxes,  and  wage 
rates.  2/  In  1952,  Index  of  Prices  Paid  times  Base  Price  (21.5  cents  per  dozen) 
divided  ty  100  minus  I5  pejxent  on  account  of  transitional  parity.  So  far 

(through  July)  in  1953/  saxos   formula  except  minus  20  percent  on  account  of  an 
additional  year  transpiring  in  the  transitional  peirity  sequence.  Later  in  1953, 
or  in  1951+*  transitional  parity  for  eggs  is  likely  to  he  superseded  ty  modernized 

/parity,  which  will  have  a  different  "base  price :Fse  te::t.  2/Column  (2)  luu-Lciplicd 
"^  -ly   column  (3)' 
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